
Top, Museum Warehouse, Janet
Browning’s shop in Jonesborough.
Left, a hand carved giraffe from Bali16
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In pursuit of her passion, Janet
Browning of Jonesborough has trav-
eled to the deep reaches of the
Amazon. She seeks out and befriends
indigenous artists in small corners of
the world and sells their work in her
two Museum Warehouse shops.
It would be wrong to think of her

passion as strictly business, however.
Since traveling to the Venezualen
Amazon region in 1996, Janet has been
drawn to the people whose cultures are
vastly different than our own, and she
is determined to help preserve their
traditions.
“I got interested in the Amazonian

Indian culture because it is so
unspoiled, so untouched,” she said.
“Some are literally Stone Age people.
Imagine coming to North America a
thousand years ago. That’s what you’d
find.”
The Yanomamo, for instance, are

hunters and gatherers who have never
discovered the wheel. Their numbering
system is one, two and more than two.
Janet said theirs is the most interesting
tribe she has visited.
“To get to the village, we had to get

two separate bush planes. We flew into
a mission village and took a motorized
canoe five hours up river.”
Janet, who was traveling with her

daughters, Janna, then 17, and Lara,
who was 15, realized the trip could be
dangerous. Their guide had been
stoned out of the village on a previous
trip because a dog died while he was
visiting.
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