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broke down all over the Southeast.”

In 2001, she decided to “come in off the road.” In October,
the weekend of the storytelling festival, she opened her shop
in Jonesborough. In 2007, she opened a second shop in
Gatlinburg.

Janet continues to travel. Year before last she went to
Ecuador, Laos, Thailand, Burma and Lompoc Island, which is
close to Bali and Java.

“They call Bali the island of artists because they have a fan-
tastic tradition of visual arts,” she said.

Her most recent trip was to Ecuador to work with the
Quichua del Amazonia and Quichua del Andes.

“I go lots of places people wouldn’t go. I was in Bali after
both bombings — shortly thereafter,” she said, adding, “Just
about anywhere you go things can happen.”

She admits she couldn’t have traveled so much without the
support of her husband Bob, town administrator of
Jonesborough. “He knows it’s my passion, and he’s always
been supportive of it.”

She buys mostly from Bali and Indonesia now, looking for
handcrafted items related to the spirit.

“I always find things that express peoples’ spirituality to be
interesting,” she said.

Janet is one of life’s lucky ones, who has found a way to
combine her lifetime interests in art, culture, anthropology
and travel.

“All melded into the perfect job for me,” she said. “I am
very, very happy doing what I do.”

/
** Janet shows a stringed instrument from Bali.
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